WAITING ON A

MIRACLE

Waiting is hard. Whether it’s waiting on a prayer to be
answered, a breakthrough to come, or a miracle to
happen, we all go through seasons where we pray and
God’s answers seem delayed. We find ourselves in the
waiting room of life, and it’s in these trying times that
many of us move beyond doubting ourselves to doubting
God. Waiting often leads to wondering...Does God see?
Does He care? Do miracles still happen?

The good news is that God can handle our hard questions.
He doesn’t shy away from our doubts. In fact, He uses them
to grow our faith and deepen our relationship with Him.

In this session, we will learn how to lean into those
seasons of waiting and unanswered prayers. It’s not
easy, butwhen we process our doubts in a healthy way,
they can become stepping stones to greater intimacy
with God.
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“So we do not focus
on what s seen, but
on whatis unseen.
Forwhatis seen is
temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal.”
2 Corinthians 4:18




VIDEO TEACHING

Leader, play or stream the video.

Use this space to take notes on anything that stands out to you:
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E’% GROUP DISCUSSION

L—"J Leader, read these questions aloud.

1. What circumstances in your life have caused you to doubt God or His goodness? How did you work
through it?

2. Whatmiracle do you need God to do in your life or in your family right now?

3. Sometimes God does a miracle in a minute, and sometimes He takes us on a journey of miracles. How
do you stay strong in your faith while waiting?

4. Sometimes when we don’t have a lot of faith, we need to borrow the belief of a friend. How has
someone else’s faith or belief strengthened your faith in the past?

CLOSING PRAYER

Select a volunteer to pray this closing prayer over the group:

“God, thank You for being patient with us and our doubts. We're
grateful that we can bring our questions, fears, and frustrations
to You. Holy Spirit, help us to trust You in the waiting and to see

your hand at work, even when we can't see the whole picture.
Strengthen our faith and teach us to depend on You. In Jesus’
hame, amen.”
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WORK OUT THE DOUBT

PERSONAL STUDY

—> READ

In the Gospel of John, we read about “Doubting Thomas,” one of Jesus’ disciples who became famous for doubting
the resurrection of Jesus.

Read John 20:24-31. Take note of Thomas’ doubts.

—> RELATE

How can you relate to Thomas’ doubts?

Thomas said, “Unless | see the nail marks in His hands... | will not believe” (John 20:25). What are you waiting to
“see” before you fully trust God?
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What did Jesus say in John 20:29, and how does that encourage you?

—> REFLECT

Sometimes, in our doubt, we push God away. But Thomas reached out for Jesus. When was the last time you
pushed God away?
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When Thomas reached out for Jesus, Jesus met him with open arms, love, and peace. Thomas’ interaction with
Jesus tells us it’s okay to question God. He can handle our hard questions and our doubts. And Thomas wasn’t the
only person in the Bible to have doubts.

What did David ask in Psalm 13:1?

When God doesn’t show up when we think He should—when we’re met with a delay instead of an answer to our
prayers—doubt creeps in. What areas of your life or answers from God feel delayed?
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David didn’tjust reach for Jesus—he worshiped Him while He waited for his miracle. Write your own declaration of
faith below, using Psalm 13:5-6 as a guide:

When God’s answers seem delayed, and you're left waiting, remember—God is working while you wait.

4 )

How could you leverage the delay [] Building friendships

gou’re experiencing for your [ ] Implementing spiritual disciplines like
development? prayer, Bible study, or fasting

Check all that apply. [] Going to counseling

[ ] Settinga new goal

Other:
[] Growing in your education (going back to L]
school, attending a workshop, etc.] )

[ ] Learning a new hobby
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What does Matthew 18:20 promise, and under what conditions?
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When doubt is taking you out, hang out with people of faith. Who are those people for you? What about their faith
inspires you?

How can you be intentional about [ ] Invite them over to hang out and catch up

surrounding yourself with those [] Plan a monthly dinner
peop|e you listed? [] Setupaweekly FaceTime call

Other:
[ ] callthem u
[ ] Gooutfor coffee

\_ J

Don’tjust check a box—take a step toward biblical community this week!

—> RESPOND

Here’s a good strategy for bringing your doubts to Jesus:

1l 2] I3

Take your doubts Take your Take your prayers
and turn them questions and turn and let them turn
into questions. them into prayers. you to God.
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—> PRAYER

Use this space to practice this strategy and write a prayer to God. Before you bring Him your questions and doubts,
start by thanking God for the miracles He’s already done and the prayers He’s already answered.

Your doubts don’t have to drive a wedge between you and God. When you turn your doubts into prayers, and you bring
those prayers before God, your doubt can actually be the very thing that draws you closer to Him.

@ “GOD DOESN’T

ONLY ANSWER OUR

SUGGESTED PRAYERS WHEN OUR

FAITH IS FIRM. HE’S

READING AT WORK EVEN WHEN
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